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Notable Sports Records 


During 1984-85, sports fans were treated to many record-breaking performances. Here are the major accomplishments of 


the year. 


Baseball 

—Pete Rose's 4,192d hit broke Ty Cobb’s 57-year-old re- 
cord for most major league hits. 

—Dwight Gooden, at age 20, became the youngest pitcher 
to win 20 major league games in a season. 

—Tom Seaver became the 17th pitcher to win 300 major 
league games. 

—Phil Niekro became the 18th pitcher to win 300 major 
league games. 

—Rod Carew became the 16th player to collect 3,000 major 
league hits. 

—Nolan Ryan became the first pitcher to record 4,000 
strikeouts. 

—Vince Coleman's 110 stolen bases set a major league 
rookie base stealing record. 


Football 

—Walter Payton broke Jimmy Brown’s all-time pro football 
record of 12,312 career rushing yards. 

—San Francisco and Miami became the first Super Bowl 
participants to lose their opening games the following sea- 
son. 

—Eric Dickerson gained 2,105 yards, breaking the NFL re- 
cord for rushing yardage in a season. 

—Dan Marino’s 5,084 yards broke the NFL passing yard- 
age record for a season. 

—Mark Clayton’s 18 touchdown receptions broke the NFL 
record for single-season touchdown catches. 

—Art Monk broke the NFL for pass receptions in a season, 
with 106 catches. 


—Herschel Walker’s 2,411 yards set the USFL record for 
rushing yardage in a season. 

—Eddie Robinson of Grambling College set a college foot- 
ball record for most coaching victories (324). 


Others 

—Bill Elliott collected a $1 million bonus for winning 3 of 
the4 > NASCAR races. 
—Mary Decker Sianey set a women’s world record for the 
mile le (4: 16.71). 

—Matt Biondi 7 a world swimming record in the 100- 
meter freestyle (48.95 sec.). 

—Steve Cram set world records for the mile (3:34.31) and 
1,500-meters (3:29.67). 

—Boris Becker, at age 17, became the youngest Wimbledon 
champion. 

—NMichael Spinks became the first light heavyweight cham- 
pion to win a heavyweight title. 

—Isaih Thomas of the Detroit Pistons broke the NBA re- 
cord for assists (1,123) in a season. 

—Mark Eaton of the Utah Jazz broke the NBA record for 
blocked shots (456) in a season. 

—Kareem Abdul-Jabbar became the NBA’s all-time leading 
scorer (31,420 pts.). 

—Scotty Bowman set the NHL record for most coaching 
victories (691). 

—Wayne Gretzky broke the NHL record for most points 
(47) in a single playoff series. 

—Spend a Buck won $2.6 million, including a $2 million 
bonus, for winning the Kentucky Derby and 3 New Jer- 
sey stakes races. 
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